In the last decade malaria has declined sharply in many countries in the tropics, due largely to the massive expansion of control programmes. However, the future may not be as bright as drug and insecticide resistance rises and aid budgets constrict. Since it is well recognised that malaria declined in many parts of the world due to socioeconomic improvements, here I consider whether development today could be an effective weapon against malaria. Lindsay Malaria Journal 2012, 11(Suppl 1):O41 http://www.malariajournal.com/content/11/S1/O41
